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many years controlled and possessed the government of
New York, had deservedly the confidence of the people of
that State, and exercised a powerful influence for more
than twenty years in national affairs. The men comprising
the Regency and who were the leaders of what became
thenceforth the Democratic Party were Van Btiren, Marcy,
Flagg, Sam Young, and Wright.1 At a later day, Dix and
others of less vigor and power succeeded the original Re-
gency, but they had not the ability to combine and main-
tain the organization of their predecessors. New questions
arose which they could not successfully grapple, lax prin-
ciples, abuse of power, devotion to party and adherence to
it right or wrong; a decreasing political morality weakened
public confidence and ultimately caused their defeat. But
the Regency, which organized the party to victory in 1828
and success for many succeeding years, was an association
of politicians and statesmen of wonderful mental capacity,
whose integrity is unquestioned and who, while niain-
taining ascendancy, exerted themselves to administer the
government, for the good of all.

Van Buren was the acknowledged and admitted chief of
that Regency, and his sagacity, shrewdness, judgment, and
forecast probably entitled him to be so considered. He
was calm, self-possessed, and deliberate in the most trying
emergencies, cautious and prudent almost to timidity, al-
ways safe as a projector and counselor, never impulsive,
with admirable self-control on all occasions.

Marcy, with less reserve and with a more rugged intel-
lect, had greater courage and daring than Van Buren, but
was always not so politic. He had the excellent, though
rare, quality of frankly and boldly expressing his opinions
to his friends when ho thought they erred, and telling them
wherever he dissented from them. This made him a valued
and inestimable critic and adviser in that circle of which
Van Buren was chief. Later in life and after considerable

1 Martin Van Burwi, William L. Marey, Azariah C. Flagg, Samuel
Young, and Silas Wright.
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